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UMTS Forum and NGMN Alliance confirm co-operation agreement 
 
 
Frankfurt, 27 June 2008: Industry fora the UMTS Forum and NGMN Alliance have today announced a co-
operation agreement between the two bodies. The agreement aims to support successful development 
and commercialisation of next-generation mobile broadband systems beyond 3G/HSPA (High Speed 
Packet Access). 
 
Under the terms of the co-operation agreement, the two organisations will work to facilitate the timely 
development of next-generation mobile broadband systems while avoiding duplication of work. This 
includes areas such as defining market requirements; assessing spectrum requirements; optimised 
backhaul solutions; and the development of recommendations to mobile operators, equipment 
developers, standardisation bodies and national administrations. 
 
Speaking at this week’s 2nd NGMN Industry Conference in Frankfurt, UMTS Forum Chairman Jean-Pierre 
Bienaimé emphasized the importance of partnerships between industry associations in promoting 
technology solutions defined by standardisation bodies. 
 
 “HSPA is already a proven market success, with more than 40 million subscribers to almost 120 HSPA 
networks worldwide. Going forward, our industry now needs to focus its attention on creating a fertile 
ecosystem to meet future mass-market demand for cost-effective next-generation systems. These 
advanced solutions will offer an order of magnitude increase in speed, capacity and performance over 
today’s networks. In the UMTS Forum we are delighted to support and endorse the objectives of the 
NGMN Alliance in building an environment where technological solutions can be translated into a 
successful commercial reality.” 
 
Dr. Peter Meissner, Operating Officer of the NGMN Alliance. explained: “The partnership between the 
UMTS Forum and the NGMN Alliance will offer the mobile industry will certainly help to steer the future 
of mobile broadband and will support the rapid deployment of NGMN technologies. Fulfilling NGMN 
requirements will provide a step change in existing mobile broadband experience and will enable and 
accelerate mass market access to new products and services. Based on intensive and detailed 
technology evaluations, 3GPP LTE/SAE is the first technology which broadly meets its recommendations 
and is approved by its Board”. 
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About the UMTS Forum (www.umts-forum.org) 
 
Founded in 1996, the UMTS Forum is an international industry association that is committed to the 
success of Third Generation (3G) UMTS mobile systems and their Long Term Evolution. Bringing together 
players from across the mobile industry on a peer-to-peer basis, the UMTS Forum promotes a common 
vision of 3G/UMTS and its evolution, as well as its worldwide commercial success. Membership of the 
UMTS Forum is open to everybody with an interest in 3G/UMTS mobile – including fixed and mobile 
network operators, infrastructure vendors, terminal device manufacturers, regulators, media/content 
providers and developers of 3G/UMTS services and applications. 
 
For further information, please contact: 
Chris Solbé 
UMTS Forum Press Office 
Tel:  +44 7956 388798 
E-mail:  press@umts-forum.org 
 
 
 
About the NGMN Alliance (www.ngmn.org) 
 
The Next Generation Mobile Network (NGMN) Alliance currently consists of 52 world leading global 
network operators, technology vendors and universities. The network operators represent more than 
half of all mobile phone users worldwide and technology vendors represent more than 90 percent of 
implemented mobile wireless infrastructure. The key objective of the Alliance is to provide a platform for 
innovation for mobile broadband communications that enables an exceptional mobile user experience - 
cost-effective and user-friendly services and a range of end user devices like mobile phones and 
embedded mobile devices for laptops, consumer electronics, game consoles, etc. The NGMN White 
Paper summarises the vision for mobile broadband communications and includes common operator 
recommendations as well as requirements for the standards for the next generation of mobile 
broadband networks, devices and services. 
 
Media Contact NGMN Alliance: 
Marie-Luise Müller 
NGMN Ltd. Media Relations 
Friedrich-Ebert-Anlage 58 • 60325 Frankfurt am Main • Germany 
Phone: +49 69/9074998-23 • E-Mail: press@ngmn.org 
 


