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NGMN ALLIANCE AND FEMTO FORUM PARTNER TO BRING FEMTOCELLS TO THE NEXT 
GENERATION OF MOBILE NETWORKS 

 
Agreement to work towards a dramatically different approach to mobile network rollout including 
femtocells 
 
London/Frankfurt  – 26th   June 2008 – The Femto Forum, the independent industry association that 
supports femtocell deployment worldwide, and the NGMN Alliance, the group focused on the 
evolution to the next generation of mobile networks, will cooperate on how femtocells can benefit the 
architecture of next-generation mobile broadband networks such as WiMAX and LTE.   
 
The two bodies will work together to ensure that next generation mobile networks can incorporate 
femtocells from the very beginning of their deployment rather than integrating the technology 
afterwards. This is expected to enable mobile operators to use femtocells to manage the cost of 
rollouts, plan spectrum use and ensure optimum coverage and capacity precisely where it is 
needed.  The two bodies will be involved in establishing clear performance targets, fundamental 
recommendations and deployment scenarios for next generation mobile broadband networks 
incorporating femtocells and to help ensure that cost/performance ratios are optimised. 
 
“Adding femtocells to existing cellular networks provides operators with numerous benefits, but 
rolling out a completely new mobile technology designed to include femtocells introduces 
fundamental and powerful advantages,” said Dr. Peter Meissner, Operating Officer of the NGMN 
Alliance. “The partnership between the Femto Forum and the NGMN Alliance will offer operators a 
completely different approach to network rollout than exists today.” 
 
“Femtocells can transform how next generation mobile networks can be deployed. For example, 
femtocells could be employed using higher frequencies to deliver targeted intense high bandwidth 
requirements inside buildings - exactly where subscribers need it. This is expected to enable 
operators to use the scarce lower frequency spectrum to provide good quality coverage across 
entire markets with the minimum number of macro network cells” said Prof. Simon Saunders, 
Chairman of the Femto Forum “The range of possibilities opened up by femtocells is extensive and 
this agreement will help ensure that the most can be made of the opportunity.” 
 
The NGMN Alliance recommendations include a clear requirement for a cost-optimised indoor node 
design. It also includes requirements for self-organising networks with automated self-optimising 
and self-configuring functionality.  Femtocells are the first example of a self-organising network and 
therefore meet both these requirements. The two bodies will work together to define technology 
requirements, and make recommendations which will then be converted into solutions to be 
developed within the Femto Forum and promoted jointly.  
 

- ENDS - 



 

About The Femto Forum 
Femtocells are low-power wireless access points that operate in licensed spectrum to connect 
standard mobile devices to a mobile operator’s network using residential DSL or cable broadband 
connections. The Femto Forum (www.femtoforum.org) has been set up to promote the wide-scale 
adoption of femtocells. The Forum will support and drive the adoption of industry wide standards 
and common architectures to enable the widespread adoption & deployment of femtocells by 
operators around the world. It will direct and implement a multi-faceted marketing campaign to 
raise the profile, drive technology development & deployment and to promote the potential of femto 
solutions among industry stakeholders, journalists, analysts, regulators, special interest groups, 
standards bodies and consumers. 
 
Media Contacts 
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About The NGMN Alliance (www.ngmn.org) 
The Next Generation Mobile Network (NGMN) Alliance currently consists of 52 world leading global 
network operators, technology vendors and universities. The network operators represent more 
than half of all mobile phone users worldwide and technology vendors represent more than 90 
percent of implemented mobile wireless infrastructure. The key objective of the Alliance is to 
provide a platform for innovation for mobile broadband communications that enables an exceptional 
mobile user experience - cost-effective and user-friendly services and a range of end user devices 
like mobile phones and embedded mobile devices for laptops, consumer electronics, game 
consoles, etc. The NGMN White Paper summarises the vision for mobile broadband communications 
and includes common operator recommendations as well as requirements for the standards for the 
next generation of mobile broadband networks, devices and services. 
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